Air crescent sign and fatal haemoptysis in pulmonary mucormycosis.
A case of invasive pulmonary mucormycosis complicated by fatal, massive haemoptysis in a patient with acute myeloid leukaemia is reported. This patient represents the twelfth reported case of fatal haemoptysis due to mucormycosis. The other 11 cases are reviewed and the aetiology of cavity formation and massive haemoptysis is discussed. The development of the air crescent sign on chest radiograph is an important clinical indicator of potentially fatal haemoptysis and should lead to appropriate antifungal and surgical therapy.